The effect of an amalgam-ban on children
and the switch to alternative materials -
Challenges and Opportunities
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EU-Regulation 1st July 2018

From 1 July 2018, dental amalgam shall n Ot be used for dental treatment of

deciduous teeth, of children under 15 years and of
pregnant or breastfeeding women

except when deemed strictly necessary by the dental practitioner based on the specific
medical needs of the patient.




Public Awareness
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Adoptions of the national health care insurance schemes

to a full reimbursement of alternative filling materials
for children and pregnant and breastfeeding women
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itiatives of producers to promote alternatives

after 1st July 2018

»The EU has resolved that dentists may no longer use amalgam fillings in children under the age of
15, pregnant women and breastfeeding mothers. So what alternatives are available to dentists?
They can choose between different products which can be processed more easily and quickly than
amalgam, yet which are just as cost-effective and long-lasting.”, VOCO

EQUIA FORTE
GC

Products

Fast-curing bulk-fused glass-hybrid restorer material for the posterior region. Very
good physical properties through the use of glass hybrid technology. Thanks to the
integrated adhesion technology and exceptional wettability, conditioning or bonding
is not required. EQUIA FORTE is highly moisture tolerant and, regardless of the age
of the teeth, bonds equally well to all surfaces. EQUIA FORTE COAT works like a low
viscosity gloss coating. This saves you time when polishing and improves translucency
and aesthetics in the shortest possible time. Learn more
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| Ketac Universal
Dentsply Dyract eXtra Universal Compomer Restorative "

& Email a Friend  ® Add to Favorites

Glass ionomer filling material for fully billable supplies - up to a limited ranged class
1l indications. Due to the excellent mechanical properties, pretreatment /
conditioning of the cavity and additional coating can be dispensed with. Ketac
Dyract eXtra is a filling material for all classes of anterior as well Universal combines the good aesthetics of Ketac Fil and the outstanding mechanical
as posterior cavities. The special properties of Dyract eXtra result properties of Ketac Molar's flexural strength, compressive strength and surface
. ) X ) hardness in one product. Further product features: simple adaptation to the cavity
from the combination of fluoridated glass filler with acid- wall, low stickiness, self-adhesive, single-layer technique without limit of layer
modified monomers patented by DENTSPLY. Dyract eXtra fillings thickness, self-hardening, biocompatible, fluoride release, application rate per

release fluoride ions continual]y and function as acid-buffers capsule 0,13 ml. Indications: Fillings of class Ill and V as well as limited filling loads
of class | and Il, underfill material for single-surface or multi-surface composite

along the interface with the tooth structure. fillings, butt abutments before crown restorations, deciduous tooth fillings, single-
surface or multi-surface temporary restorations, self-adhesive fissure sealant. Learn

@ Hotlist more




evolution of alternative materials

Longevity:
before
after

- 4
Ceramic
I : Inlay —
Composite Cad/Cam

Bulk-Fill-
Composite




stakeholders positions

If you ban it for children, why not for all?

| want to
be voted

Mercury is toxic,

please do something!! people

politicians

| want to earn | want to save
money money



full reimbursement-system

underpaid standard treatments with amalgam

extra cost for alternatives has to be payed directly to the dentists

patients who can afford it, prefer alternatives because of health concerns and for
aesthetic reasons

dentists are happy to reduce their own health risk and charge up to three times

for composites

insurances accept these composites as alternatives, but dentists have to give a




little changes

since 2004 amalgam is no longer explicitly required as standard treatment

dentists are allowed to become mercury-free, if they offer composites to the same fee
since dentists don’t have to declare the material for the fee, the “illicit” use of
time-saving materials increases. Insurance companies tolerate this.

universities reduce to educate students in the use of amalgam
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challenges

mercury from amalgam continues to be an environment and health risk

the drop down of the use of amalgam is build on a semi-legal system
insurances continue to ignore the evolution of alternative fillings

many consumer are not informed about the existence and quality of alternatives
insurances are afraid to pay multiple treatments, if the materials don’t last long

an artificial business is build around the extra-payment for alternatives



opportunities

time-saving, effective and affordable alternatives made amalgam needless

a switch to semi-permanent alternatives as standard treatment doesn't signify the end for
high-quality fillings. Quality based sales strategies can go on without amalgam.

a phase out or at least the measurement to discourage insurances which infavour
amalgam, could be credibly justified with the external decision of the Minamata-
Convention

in 2020 all other main mercury containing products will be banned, the new medical

devices guideline will enter into force and new standards for the corrosion will be set,




learn from each other

« take inspirations from steps that other countries had taken before

« remind authorities of their duty to take implementary steps

* inform authorities about available, effective and time-saving alternatives
« join with partners that are on your side

« create a list of mercury-free dentists and join with them

« ask dentists to inform patients about alternatives in their waiting room or on

their websites







