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How Europe Influences the World 
as It Phases Out Amalgam Use 



Europe leads at the Minamata Convention talks 



Europe shares experience with UN Environment 



Europe serves as a model for other governments 

Pakistan Bangladesh 

Nigeria 



Europe develops the science 

�  Benefits of minimally-invasive dentistry: “It is 
with respect to their aesthetics and non-adhesive 
character, which means that larger cavities have to 
be prepared, often with  excessive tooth tissue 
removal, that amalgams may  be seen to be inferior 
to the alternatives…” (SCENIHR) 

 
�  Environmental risks of amalgam: “...a risk of 

secondary poisoning due to methylation cannot be 
excluded.”  (SCHER) 

 



Europe shifts manufacturers to mercury-free fillings 



Europe demonstrates success to dental associations 



Europe emboldens NGOs 

https://chn.ge/2Ker92p 



Europe educates consumers, parents, and dentists 



Europe exports amalgam still.... 



Europe Moving Forward 

�  From 1 July 2018, dental amalgam shall not be used for dental 
treatment of deciduous teeth, of children under 15 years and 
of pregnant or breastfeeding women, except when deemed 
strictly necessary by the dental practitioner based on the 
specific medical needs of the patient. 

 
�  By 1 July 2019, each Member State shall set out a national 

plan concerning the measures it intends to implement to 
phase down the use of dental amalgam. 

 
�  By 30 June 2020, the Commission shall report to the 

European Parliament and to the Council on the outcome of its 
assessment regarding the feasibility of a phase out of the use 
of dental amalgam in the long term, and preferably by 2030 
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Thank you! 


