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Europe leads at the Minamata Convention talks




Europe shares experience with UN Environment

Promoting Dental Amalgam Phase-Down Measures
Under the Minamata Convention and Other Initiatives,
For “Especially Women, Children and,
Through Them, Future Generations”

14-15 May 2018

CRI Convention Center
Bangkok, Thailand

Lessons from Countries
Phasing Down Dental Amalgam Use

March 2016




Europe serves as a model for other governments

| DENTAL FILLINGS:
THE CHOICES YOU HAVE
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Europe develops the science

O

* Benefits of minimally-invasive dentistry: “It is
with respect to their aesthetics and non-adhesive
character, which means that larger cavities have to
be prepared, often with excessive tooth tissue
removal, that amalgams may be seen to be inferior
to the alternatives...” (SCENIHR)

 Environmental risks of amalgam: “...a risk of

secondary poisoning due to methylation cannot be
excluded.” (SCHER)




Europe shifts manufacturers to mercury-free fillings
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European Dental Materials Conference, Information
Birmingham 2013

Programme

Theme of the Conference

With the increasing likelihood and potential impact of a significant reduction or complete ban
on the use of amalgam in the near future, there is a need for the development of enhanced
materials and technologies.

The 2 day European Dental Materials Conference will include sessions on changing policies of
amalgam use in Europe/UK, amalgam teaching in dental schools, "smart” materials for
replacement of amalgam (rather than incremental development of drill and fill materials).
Also, advances in light technology and light curable materials, biophotonics and light therapy,
biophysics and use of light for diagnostics and novel material characterisation techniques.
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Thursday August 29th Dawnloed

DAY 1: The demise of amalgam use and Development of Enhanced Materials to
Advance Novel Dentistry

Click on the title of each tak to view the abstract. (Downloads on
the links page)

08:00 Registration Opens
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Europe demonstrates success to dental associations

Dentists decide to give up using
mercury in dental treatment

Staff Correspondent

DENTISTS on Saturday an-
nounced to phase out mer-
cury amalgam in dental treat-
ment of pregnant women,
mothers and children by
June.

The Bangladesh Dental
Society made the doclaranon

Though banned in many
countries, mercury still is
used in dental treatment es-
pecially as dental amalgam to
fill tooth decay.

Amalgam fillings are a
mixture of metals, consist-
ing of liquid mercury and a
po\\ dered alloy composed of

ywn neu-
1se harm
lly chil-
wen, lac-

animals, plants, and the en-
tire ecosystem.

ing and light cure composite
filling are among the best op-
tions agamst mercwry amal-

trveatmem has to be outlawe
right now;,’ he said.
Kashem said there are al-
tematives to mercury amal-
gam in dental treatment.
‘Glass ionomer cement fill-

S\ed Maxghub \hu's ed said
the government should pay
much attention to introduce
regulations to stop mercury
amalgam in dental treatment.




Europe emboldens NGOs
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Ban mercury dental fillings in children like the
European Union did!

47,957 have signed. Let’s get to 50,000!

m Consumers for Dental Choice started this petition to Food and Drug Administration and 2
others

https://chn.ge/2Kerg2p




Europe educates consumers, parents, and dentists

Dentists will stop using metal fillings that have
been used in teeth for 150 years

Although the fillings are perfectly safe, they carry a heavy environmental burden.
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THE USE OF dental amalgam
fillings are to be phased out in
Europe — and it’s for environmental
reasons.

The use of the silver-coloured
fillings, that contain several metals
including mercury, is to be phased
out gradually starting from this
Sunday 1 July.

From then, dentists will no longer
use amalgam fillings on the teeth of .
children under 15 years of age, /msge Shutterstock
or on pregnant or breastfeeding

women (except for in limited circumstances).

The President of the Irish Dental Association Dr Kieran O’Connor said the new EU regulations
are being brought in with the aim of reducing the amount of mercury in the environment.

He said that Ireland had signed the Minamata Convention on Mercury, which “brought about
a global agreement to reduce environmental contamination caused by mercury”.

Silver fillings to be phased out by Irish dentists

Dentists will no longer use them on children or pregnant or breastfeeding women
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Dentists 1adel &
medicalicard system
a "disgrace to both
patients and
dentists”

Mental healt
service reports big
increase in medics

The use of silver coloured fillings is to be phased down by Irish
dentists from July 1st.

The dental amalgam fillings, as they are called, contain several metals
including mercury.

Dentists will no longer use them on the teeth of children under 15 or
pregnant or breastfeeding women - unless deemed strictly necessary on
medical grounds.

The President of the Irish Dental Association (IDA), Dr Kieran O'Connor,
said the new regulations are being brought in with the aim of reducing the
amount of mercury in the environment.

"Five years ago, Ireland was a signatory to the Minamata Convention and
the new EU regulations governing dental amalgam stems from the phased
implementation of that United Nations agreement.

"The convention brought about a global agreement to reduce
environmental contamination caused by mercury.

"It includes a ban on new mercury mines, the phase-out of existing ones




Europe exports amalgam still....




Europe Moving Forward

e From 1 July 2018, dental amalgam shall not be used for dental
treatment of deciduous teeth, of children under 15 years and
of pregnant or breastfeeding women, except when deemed
strictly necessary by the dental practitioner based on the
specific medical needs of the patient.

0 BIY 1 July 2019, each Member State shall set out a national
plan concerning the measures it intends to implement to
phase down the use of dental amalgam.

* By 30 June 2020, the Commission shall report to the
European Parliament and to the Council on the outcome of its
assessment regarding the feasibility of a phase out of the use
of dental amalgam in the long term, and preferably by 2030
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Thank you!
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