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Y2K





“By early 2012, we were able to convert 
virtually all of our IV medical equipment, 
including more than 9 million solution bags
to PVC- and DEHP- free alternatives”

Cathy Gerwig
Greening Health Care



New words, new challenges

• DEHP
• Bisphenol A (BPA)
• Phthalates
• Net Zero

• Chemical impact 
on health from 
medical devices
• Impact of 

procurement 
decisions on the 
emissions from 
healthcare



What I would 
have done 
then……

• Found out if my unit was using medical devices 
with PVC & DEHP 
• Spoken to my clinical colleagues about the 

research and impact
• Raised my concerns with the Chief Operating 

Officer 
• Spoken to local company representatives and 

ask for advice about plastic free alternatives
• Worked with local procurement teams to find 

an alternative
• Talked to other health professionals about this 

issue
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Unethical silence
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What you 
can do now

• Check out local use of plastics in healthcare 
in your organisation
• Raise your concerns with the Chief Executive 
• Raise your concerns with the local company 

representatives and ask for PVC- and DEHP-
free alternatives
• Consider participation in research into 

alternative materials
• Talk to other health professionals about this 

issue
• Mobilise your professional bodies



1.3 million staff England







Thank you!


