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Aim
To accelerate the shift towards H EAL:I-H
substitution of harmful substances within CARE-
the European healthcare sector,

supported by research, e\{ldence, greater wiErratoiiiicus
awareness and collaboration Btkhalates and Bisphenol A

First: do no harm __ =i
Prevention is always better than cure!
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What’s new?

v" New evidence on exposure through HEALTH
medical devices & hazard for human CARE:
health

v' Update on the European legal framework
for hazardous chemicals (including EDCs) Altemativss ggpirdous |

|n med|Ca| deVICeS Phthalates and Bisphenol A
v’ Initiatives related to substitution / Best cc
practices in European healthcare
v' Update on the Safer Medical Devices
Database by HCWH Europe \

v' Chapter 5: The health impact of plastics

in healthcare @ \
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Conclusions & Recommendations
» A growing number of studies suggest that H EALTH
exposure through medical devices can be c ARE:
harmful for patients as they will be
primarily from the vulnerable population
» Consistent technical implementation of Altematives ugirdous

Chemicals in Medical Devices:

Annex I.11.10.4 of the MDR must be I ond Bisphenol 4
ensured, in particular to protect the most FJ
vulnerable groups >

» The precautionary principle should be

applied so that hazardous chemicals are '
phased-out if safer alternatives are 3
available and technically feasible 6 \
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» The urgency to act on plastics H EALTH

CARE:

“When exposures to hazardous
chemicals in medical devices can be
avoided through careful selection of Chermiests Wz Devicdl

. . .y s hthal i |
matel’lals’ not do,ng it is both Phthalates and Bisphenol A
unprofessional and undesirable”

Kambia et al. (2003)
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Without Harm

https://noharm-europe.org/
safermedicaldevices.org
dorota.napierska@hcwh.org
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Without Harm

How we can increase commitment and action from all
stakeholders to reduce patients’ exposure to EDCs,
particularly for vulnerable groups?



